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nance, and had much to do with the building
up of the navy.
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WILLIAM THOMAS
SAMPSON
Sampson was president of the court of in-
quiry to investigate the destruction of the
Maine, and at the
outbreak of the
Spanish - American
War was made act-
ing rear-admiral and
given command of
the fleet of£ the coast
of Cuba. He planned
the blockade of
Santiago harbor, but
while he was away
conferring with Gen-
eral Shafter in com-
mand of the land
forces, the Spanish
fleet attempted to es-
cape. It was attacked and destroyed by the
American fleet under the command of Com-
modore Winfield Seott Schley.
After the war Sampson was raised to the
rank of rear-admiral, and given charge of the
Charlestown Navy Yard. He retired in 1902
and died soon after. See schley, winfield
scott.
SAMSON, "the Jewish Hercules," was a
judge in Israel, and was famed for his great
strength. His story is told in the book of
Judges, chapters XIII to XVII. Before his
birth Ms mother was commanded by an angel
to bring him up as a Nazarite. That meant
he was not to drink wine or cut his hair. He
was a popular hero and an inveterate enemy
of the Philistines. His peculiar gift of great
bodily strength is strikingly shown in the
nature of his deeds; he tore in pieces a lion;
broke Ms bonds asunder and carried away
the gates of Gaza, and slew a thousand Phil-
istines with the jawbone of an ass. A Philis-
tine woman, Delilah, with whom he fell in
love, coaxed from him the secret that the
source of his great strength was his long
hair, and when he was asleep she called men
who cut off. his hair, depriving him of his
strength. The Philistines then captured him,
put out his eyes and cast him into prison.
Later, at the great feast of Dagon, Samson
was taken from prison to amuse the Philis-
tines, but his hair had grown and Ms strength
had returned, and he pulled down the build-
ing over the Philistines and perished with
them. Milton made his death the subject of
the drama Samson Agonistes, The opera Sam-
 son and Delilah, by Saint-Saens, is also based
upon incidents in his life.
SAMUEL, the first of the order of
prophets after Moses and the last of the
judges of Israel. He was consecrated by his
mother, Hannah, to the service of Jehovah,
and was brought up in the Temple under the
direction of Eli, the high priest. He as-
sumed the judgeship about twenty years after
the death of Eli. His administration was dis-
tinguished by the restoration of the worship
of Jehovah, the defeat of the Philistines and
the induction into office of Saul, the first king
of Israel, whom God directed Samuel to
annoint. When Saul failed in his duties, God
directed Samuel to annoint David. Samuel
did not live to see the end of the contest be-
tween Saul and David. See bible, subhead
Bible Stories.
Samuel, Books of, two books of the Old
Testament immediately following Judges.
They contain the history of Israel during the
administration of Samuel and the reigns of
Saul and David. The books were originally
one, and were named for Samuel because of
the prominent part he took in the history of
the period. The author is unknown.
SAMURAI, sahmoari', a Japanese word
meaning guard, defines a military caste in
Japan during the feudal regime. It included
the shogun, or commander in chief, the dai-
mios, or feudal landowners, and the follow-
ers or retainers of the latter, besides a part
of the middle class. "When the feudal sys-
tem was overthrown in 1871, the daimios and
their followers were given pensions, in return
for the cession of their lands to the emperor,
and the daimios were thereafter known as
nobility, while all the members of the samurai
were given the title of gentry.
Many of the gentry became roving free
lances, at times defending the helpless and
oppressed, but often seeking adventure for
adventure's sake. They had been taught to
suspect foreigners and to preserve the tradi-
tions of Hideyoshi and other famous patri-
ots. At times they had largely absorbed the
functions of the hereditary nobles1 and the
revolution that displaced the nobles was a
sort of democratic revolt. But the Satsuma
revolution was their undoing for the regular
army of the emperor took from these samurai
the last hope that the warrior class of old
Japan, as such, might still dominate the army
and navy in the new era. They have turned
to business and the professions,

